November 29, 2013

To: coastalferriesengagement@gov.bc.ca
c.c. to

P.O. Box 3532 Vancouver Main,

Vancouver, B.C.

V6B 3Y6

For Public Open House presentation on Gabriola Island at the Haven on December 10th,  
From Molly and Tom Henney

#10 Malaspina Drive,

Gabriola Island

250 247 9539

Molly6@shaw.ca
RE- feedback on addressing the cost pressures on B.C. Ferries that threaten the sustainability of the ferry system. 

We respectfully submit the following as our suggestion of a strategy for your consideration: 
We purchased our lot on Gabriola Island in 1981 and spent our summers here with our family until we moved here as permanent residents in 1994. 

30 years ago in the 80s the population of the island was much, much smaller, there were very few services as compared to today--- the ferry fares were affordable and the wait times and line-ups were non-existent.

In recent years things have greatly changed and in many ways for the better. We have many more services, and activities abound. 

However the ferry line-ups have increased to the point that if you want to get off the island and home again you must plan on at least a one hour wait in the line-up, on both sides during the day and up to three hours during the summer and at peak times. With the reduction of trips starting in April this will mean even longer line-ups and wait times. It will no longer be possible to catch the very early or the very late ferry to avoid the rush. 

The fares as well have had to increase to keep up with the cost of running these expensive, antiquated vessels. This reduction in services and increase in fares will bring hardships to many on Gabriola. Looking to the future it is obvious that this system is unsustainable.  
It wasn’t too long ago that the mere mention of a bridge would cause many of my friends and neighbours to go into spasms of indignation.  Recently, however, many more people that I talk to are becoming convinced that a bridge is the only logical solution. 

The main reasons  residents reiterate for being opposed to a fixed connection to Vancouver Island are often stated as—“Real islands don’t have bridges” or “The criminal element from Nanaimo will invade our peaceful little paradise” or “Our lifestyle will be destroyed”.  Granted our lifestyle may change but I think the positives greatly outweigh the negatives. As for islands not having bridges -- that is just not true, there are many, many of examples that put the lie to this premise. And, sadly to say we already have our own cadre of criminals who actually live among us.
We live here, this is our home, we have no intention of moving away at this time. But—I can’t help but think how wonderful it would be to be able to hop on a bus or take your car and be in Nanaimo in a few minutes.  No waits, no line-ups, no rushing around to get everything done so you can get home before the last ferry leaves the dock. We could go to a late show, visit friends in the evening, take an evening course at UVI, swim at the rec. Centre, and best of all our kids and grand children and off island friends could afford the time and money to come and see us more often. So many quality of life issues would open up to us if we only had a bridge!!

This is our request to B.C. Ferries :

· send out the engineers to look at the feasibility of building a two or three lane bridge, with a bike /walking lane, monitored 24 hours a day by camera (to discourage the bad guys), a built-in unmanned toll system ( to cut down on wages, and as now exists on many of our bridges such as the new Port Man bridge), between Gabriola and Vancouver Island, possibly to Duke point. 

· Cost it out with comparisons to the present (and future) cost of maintaining the present system.

· Providing a walk-on passenger only ferry on the present route between Gabriola and downtown Nanaimo. This could be run by a private enterprise.

Just please don’t do any more surveys just send in the Engineers and show us the figures. Rescue us from being held captive by B.C. Ferries.

Respectfully submitted,

Molly and Tom Henney
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